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Luke 15

[ Son

Looking at the story of the Prodiga

through Middle Eastern eyes









The younger son told his father, ‘I want my
share of your estate now before you die.” So
his father agreed to divide his wealth
between his sons. (Luke 15:12)



Brﬂkﬂn 1. The son wishes his father

dead

Father §

The younger son told his father, ‘Il want my

share of your estate now before you die.” So
his father agreed to divide his wealth
between his sons. (Luke 15:12)
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The son does not ask for
the inheritance

» KLERONOMIA

The younger son told his father, ‘| want my

share of your estate now before you die.” So
his father agreed to divide his wealth
between his sons. (Luke 15:12)



The son wishes his father
dead

The son does not ask for
the inheritance

» KLERONOMIA

The father agrees to his

son’s demand!!!

The younger son told his father, ‘Il want my

share of your estate now before you die.” So
his father agreed to divide his wealth
between his sons. (Luke 15:12)
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A few days later this younger son packed all
his belongings and moved to a distant land,
and there he wasted all his money in wild
living. (Luke 15:13)
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Complete Jewish Bible

As soon as he could convert his

share into cash, the younger son
left home... (Luke 15:13)

A few days Ibter this younger son packed all ‘

his belongings and moved to a distant land,
and there he wasted all his money in wild
living. (Luke 15:13)



About the time his money ran out, a great

famine swep

t over the land, and he began to
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starve. (Luke 15




He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, an
the man sent him into his fields to feed the
pIgs. (Luke 15:15)




Brnke The Kezazah Ceremony 1

(1°t Century Jewish custom)

Father ,
e If someone lost their
inheritance to the Gentiles,
N theywould not be allowed
Community back in the community

He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and

the man sent him into his fields to feed the
pIgs. (Luke 15:15)
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And while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him coming. Filled with love and
compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him,
and kissed him. (Luke 15:20)
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The father:

» Daily looks out for his son’s
return

» Runs to him

» Embraces him

» Kisses him

And while he was still a long Way ofji hIS

father saw him coming. Filled with love and
compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him,
and issed i. (Luke 15:20)
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“But his father said to the servants, ‘Q

Bring the finest robe in the house and put it

on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals
for his feet. (Luke 15:22)




reserved for honoured guests
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RING: The family signet ring, |
often contained the family seal & .
& Family
SHOES: Sons and daughters o
wore shoes. Slaves went bare S

foot i

“But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick!
Bring the finest robe in the house and put it

-

on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals
for his feet. (Luke 15:22)
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And kill the calf we have been fattening. We
must celebrate with a feast, for this son of
mine was dead and has now returned to life.
He was lost, but now he is found.” (Luke 15:23-24)




he fattened calf would feed
about 200 people
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» This is not a small family
gathering
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» The whole community are
invited

| Community ¥
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And kill the calf we have been fatteh'ing."We W
must celebrate with a feast, for this son of

mine was dead and has now returned to life.
He was lost, bt now e IS foud.’ (Luke 15:23-24)
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Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields
working. When he returned home, he heard
music and dancing in the house, and he asked
one of the servants what was going on.




‘Your brother is back,” he was told, ‘and your
father has killed the fattened calf. We are

celebrating because of his safe return.’
(Luke 15:25-27)




The older brother was angry and
wouldn’t go in. (Luke 15:28)




He dishonoured his father by
protesting against his father’s
acceptance of his brother

He dishonoured his family by

refusing to fulfil his family
obligation as chief waiter

He dishonoured the guests by
not being there to welcome
them

The older brother was angry and
wouldn’t go in. (Luke 15:28)



what does the father do?
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Two forms of lostness
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house

Both sons were lost




Younger Son - » Older Son
Lost outside the house Basaws®* Lost inside the house
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Both sons were lost
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Both sons wanted the father’s th

but didn’t want the father
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* The other tried to
get them by being
very good

= One tried to get
them by being
very bad

Both sons needed to encounter the father
running out to them



= One tried to get i The other tried to
them by being Y get them by being
very bad 4 very good

= One set out to * The other set out

break the rules to keep the rules

Both sons needed to encounter the father
running out to them




= One tried to get i The other tried to
them by being Y get them by being
very bad 4 very good

= One set out to * The other set out

break the rules to keep the rules

= One became & = = The other became §
unrighteous .  self-righteous |

Both sons needed to encounter the father
running out to them




i The other tried to
get them by being
very good

= One tried to get
them by being
very bad

* The other set out
to keep the rules

= One set out to
break the rules
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= One became

* The other became |
unrighteous |

self-righteous

All our righteous acts are like filthy rags

(Isaiah 64:6)



Duncan Watkinson — Where are the fathers?

‘Most Christians today are born agai
into an orphanage’
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The Story Begins The Story Ends
We must celebrate with

The younger son told his =~
father, | want my share ! afeast, for this son of
of your estate before you mine was dead and has
die.” So his father now returned to life. He
was lost, but now he Is

agreed to divide his
wealth between his sons. . found.
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’s ability to spend was no match for

The son

lve

the father’s willingness to g




’s ability to spend was no match for

The son

lve

the father’s willingness to g




The son’s ability to spend was no match for
the father’s willingness to give




The son’s ability to spend was no match for
the father’s willingness to give
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Why did the
father run?
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Why did the

father run?
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