
“I love your Christ, but not your Christianity”



from Luke 6

“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If 
someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes 
your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give to everyone who asks 
you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to 
others as you would have them do to you.

from Matthew 5

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell 
you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to them the other cheek also. And if anyone wants to sue you and take your 
shirt, hand over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with 
them two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the 
one who wants to borrow from you. “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you



Turn the other cheek
But why?



from Luke 6

“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If 
someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes 
your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give to everyone who asks 
you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to 
others as you would have them do to you.

from Matthew 5

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell 
you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
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‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

In doing this, you will heap 
        burning coals on his head.’

Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil 
with good.

Paul will later write to the church in Rome
(Romans chapter 12)
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From seeking vengeance

     Lord, deliver us

From our angry words and our desire to wound

     Lord, deliver us 

From thinking we are always right 

     Lord, deliver us 

From bitter thoughts and escalation of arguments

     Lord, deliver us

From fighting fire with fire

     Lord, deliver us

From carrying on our arguments to the bitter end

     Lord, deliver us

A 3rd way prayer



Turn the other cheek
But why?
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