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The Old Testament 
Seems a terrifying and barbaric land



1 Sam 15
But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much 

as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the 

fat of rams”.

Hosea 6
I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.

Amos 5
‘I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. Even 

though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them.…But  

let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!

Micah 6
And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.

Old Testament Glimmers of light!











For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought

for another. But God found fault with the people and said:

“The days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant

with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah.

It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 

to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned

away from them, declares the Lord.

This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord:

I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.

I will be their God, and they will be my people.

No longer will they teach their neighbour, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’

because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.

For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete 

and outdated will soon disappear.

Hebrews 8, 7-13



Old Agreement  

(Old Covenant)

New Agreement  

(New Covenant)
Many rules Only 2 rules
Many priests Only 1 priest
Many sacrifices Only 1 sacrifice



The New Agreement is brought by Jesus & signals a change

from

External conformance to the law
to

Internal transformation of the heart



Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew Chapters 5-7

“You have heard that it was said, You shall not commit adultery. 
But now I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart”.



Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew Chapters 5-7

“You have heard that it was said, You shall not commit adultery. 
But now I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart”.

“You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.
But now I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”



Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew Chapters 5-7

“You have heard that it was said, You shall not commit adultery. 
But now I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart”.

“You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.
But now I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”

“You have heard that it was said, Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.
But now I tell you, …. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the 
other cheek also”.



It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors ….

This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after that time, declares 

the Lord:

I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.

I will be their God, and they will be my people.

No longer will they teach their neighbour, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 

because they will all know me,  from the least of them to the greatest. For I will 

forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is 

obsolete and outdated will soon disappear. Hebrews 8, 9-13



Marriage Agreement God’s New Agreement
We decide to leave the past – we believe 

there is a new and better way

We decide to leave the past – we believe 

there is a new and better way
Promises are made Promises are made
The promises are written on our hearts The promises are written on our hearts
We use a symbol to mark the beginning 

– rings

We use a symbol to mark the beginning -

baptism
We try to continue faithfully even when 

we don’t feel like it

We try to continue faithfully even when 

we don’t feel like it



Prayer – if you wish to start a New Agreement with God today – say with me

Heavenly Father
We are a people who want to say YES to your Agreement today
I want to say YES to invite you into my heart right now
YES – to allow you to transform me
YES – to become more like you
YES - to be obedient to you
YES – to follow you all of my days
I pray this is in the mighty name of Jesus
Amen



If you prayed with us today please get in touch using the email below

questions@lymmbaptistchurch.com

ALPHA ONLNE starting soon
For anyone interested in learning more of 
the Christian faith 
We are running a weekly ALPHA course 
online soon
Ask for information using the email 
address above
And may God bless you!

mailto:questions@lymmbaptistchurch.com

