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How do you feel?

ASurprised?
AA bit cross?

Parables (the stories of Jesus):
AStory with a sting in the tail

ACatch us off guard: - )
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AA joke with a punchlined K 2 dzf Ry QG NXBIj dzA NB S ELJX |
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1. Parables are designed to catch people off guard®
- cause us to question our worldview |

2. Parables draw us into a stogya time and a ;
place |

ASo it can be hard for us to get the full Impact | |
of a parable A !
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A Stories can teach us, enrage us, calm us giv
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IF we are listening |
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ﬁo day s Re Mdtihewgl3, from v10 - Parables\

The disci ples came to hi m an
t he people 1 n parabl es?50

He repli ed, o6Because the know|
kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.

Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will
be taken from them. This is why | speak to them in parables:

OThough seeing, they do not ¢
t hough hearing, they do not
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Sois a parable like a

riddle with a secret?

YES but:
Al tgrea a2t glof S
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A Always hidden from those who do
not

So parables both REVEAL and CONCE Al

AThe power of storytelling reveals truth
to some and conceals it from others
until they are ready
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Today o0s Re Makthew ¢3, 129 and 18-23 - The Parable of the Sower

viThat same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered

round him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told
them many things in parables, saying: OA far me
seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where

it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun

came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell
among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good solil, where it
produced a crop T a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. Whoever has ears, let them
heare .0.

visO Li sten then to what the parable of the sowe
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in
their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The seed falling on rocky ground refers to
someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since they have no root, they last
only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.
The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life
and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. But the seed falling on good
soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it.

This I s the one who produces a crop, yVyieldi
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to tell a story
Bit different today!



