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The name of Jesus seems to be easily co-opted into whatever 

system, campaign or crisis that needs a mascot or a justification 

or a swear word. Jesus is co-opted by both Republicans and 

Democrats, capitalists and socialists. Ascetics and gluttons 

appeal to him as one of their own. Soldiers pray to him and 

pacifists appeal to his example. Jesus’ radical commands about 

sharing possessions have been grist to the mill for communist 

revolutionaries; at the same time his birthday is used as the 

engine for consumer capitalism’s biggest sales opportunity.

Krish Kandiah
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All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

Matthew 28: 18-20
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Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only 

in my presence, but now much more in my absence, continue to 

work out your salvation with fear and trembling.

Philippians 2:12
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Then he said to another man, “Follow me.”

“Lord,” the man replied, “first let me go and bury my father.”

But Jesus told him “Let the dead bury their own dead. You, 

however go and proclaim the Kingdom of God.”

Still another said, “I will follow You, Lord; but first let me bid 

farewell to my family.”

Then Jesus declared, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 

then looks back is fit for the Kingdom of God.”

Luke 9: 59-62
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Jesus says, “Come, 

follow me”

What’s your answer??


