
There’s something different  
about these people 
 



Another time … another place 

• Bizarre world – Same God 

• Ezra tells of a people who 

were different 

• And faced resistance 

because of it 

 

• Step back for a minute  

… God’s big story 

 

 



Israel become the same as those around them 



• 6th Century 

– Jewish nation  

return from slavery 

• Along comes  

Ezra & Nehemiah 

• EVERYTHING is 

destroyed, &  they 

say … “Let’s build  

a temple!” 

• … What for? 

Why build …  
a temple? 



Not about restoring  
a listed building 

• It was about the presence 

of God 

• Through the OT God has a 

“dwelling place” 

• Downside – led to a 

mechanical view of God 

and forgiveness … 

• Question:  

Where is God today? 



Opposition to the rebuilding – Ezra 4, 1-7 
When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles were 

building a temple for the Lord, the God of Israel, they came to Zerubbabel 

and to the heads of the families and said, ‘Let us help you build because, 

like you, we seek your God and have been sacrificing to him since the 

time of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here.’ 

But Zerubbabel, Joshua and the rest of the heads of the families of Israel 

answered, ‘You have no part with us in building a temple to our God. We 

alone will build it for the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king 

of Persia, commanded us.’ 

Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of Judah 

and make them afraid to go on building. They bribed officials to work 

against them and frustrate their plans during the entire reign of Cyrus 

king of Persia and down to the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

At the beginning of the reign of Xerxes, they lodged an accusation 

against the people of Judah and Jerusalem. And in the days of 

Artaxerxes king of Persia, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of his 

associates wrote a letter to Artaxerxes.  

 The letter was written … 



Step thru the story 
• Opposition is from Samaritans … 

& gave rise to a tradition 

It went something like this: 

• “…We like your God too! … 

      You should become like us” 

 
• “… Let’s write a letter” … 
 

And everything comes to a halt? 

• “… But Cyrus told US 

to build the temple” 



What did the Samaritans dislike so much? 

1. There’s something different 
about these people 

2. They have one God & they 
honour him 

3. If we oppose them, they get 
on with God’s work anyway 

15 years of 

Discouragement 
Rejection 

Taunts 
Bribes 

… 



What does opposition 
look like today? 

Because we’re not building a temple… 



Opposition is from Outside 

Post 9-11 New Atheism 

• Everything has naturalistic 

causes and “Religion poisons 

everything” 

• Christianity main target 

• God of Scientism 

Secularism 

• Apathy – God is irrelevant 

• Materialism 

• “What’s a Bible?” 

“You should  

become like us” 



& Opposition is from inside 

Sneaks up - we never turn away but 

• Samaritan like: we set up our God 

alongside … career, latest pursuit 

… children … 

• A hard heartedness and a desire 

to be the same as those around us 

• Comes through the back door  

Risk: We absorb our culture until 

we are indistinguishable from it 

 



Disciples – part of society yet 
separate from it 

Opposition today is as much choices we 

make as the people who oppose us 
 

People should be able to look at us … 

“There’s something different 

about these people” 
 

Integral part of our society 

 ….and yet separate from it 

 



Lets draw this together 

Looking back at the  

Old Testament … 

 through Jesus 



Seeing the OT through Jesus 

• Something about the nation of Israel NOW 

• Their thinking affirmed by Jesus 

 

 

 

 

1. There’s something different 
about these people 

2. They have one God & they 
honour him 

3. If we oppose them, they get 
on with God’s work anyway 



A SUMMARY 

Israel at a crossroads – “you  

should become like us” – EASY! 

1. Peace in Christ & trouble in  

this world coincide 

2. Opposition both outside  

and inside 

3. Called to be part of society  

yet separate from it 

• Do people look at you … 
“there’s something different about them?” 

 



“Oh God, make me more like Joe” 
  From Everything You’ve Heard is Wrong, Tony Campolo 


